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(54) Blood vessel detection device 

(57) A blood-vessel detecting device includes a par- 
tially-deforming device which can be inserted into the 
body cavity so as to come into contact with the tissue 
surface in order to deform a part of the tissue surface 
so that turbulence is generated in a blood flow within 
blood vessels extending underneath the tissue surface, 
thereby enabling detection of the presence or absence 



of blood vessels underneath the tissue surface. Turbu- 
lent sound due to the turbulence generated at a part of 
the tissue surface deformed by the partially-deforming 
device is converted into electric signals by a converting 
device, following which the electric signals are subject- 
ed to signal processing such as amplification and so 
forth by a signal processing device. 



FIG.1B 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

[0001 1 The present invention relates to a blood vessel 
detecting device for detecting blood vessels around tis- 
sue, in general, which is to be resected, such as an af- 
fected portion of mucosal tissue within the body cavity. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

[0002] In recent years, Endoscopic Mucosal Resec- 
tion (EMR) has attracted attention as astandard medical 
treatment for early mucosal cancer, and the clinical use- 
fulness thereof has been well known. 
[0003] In normal polypectomy, a bulging affected por- 
tion bulging therearound is resected using a high-fre- 
quency snare. On the other hand, in a case of non-bulg- 
ing affected portion generally flat therearound, known 
resection methods include: a method wherein a tumor 
is caused to swell by injecting a physiological salt solu- 
tion to the submucous membrane, and the tumor thus 
swollen is resected by a high-frequency snare; and a 
method wherein the affected portion is resected by the 
high-frequency snare while pulling up the affected por- 
tion with holding forceps using 2-channel scope; and the 
like. 

[0004] Note that other known methods include: a 
method wherein the affected portion is resected by a 
high-frequency snare while suctioning the affected por- 
tion using a silicone tube including an endoscope and 
the snare inserted therethrough, (EMR tube method); a 
method wherein the affected portion is resected by a 
high-frequency snare integrally included at the tip of a 
transparent cap mounted at the tip of a scope while suc- 
tioning the affected portion using the transparent cap 
(EMRC method), a method wherein tissue around the 
affected portion is incised so as to resect the affected 
portion using an IT knife (needle knife including a ce- 
ramic chip on the tip thereof) (IT knife method). 
[0005] In any one of the aforementioned methods, the 
affected portion is resected. In this case, there is the 
need to perform resection without adverse effects on 
blood vessels extending underneath the affected por- 
tion. That is to say, in a case of the affected portion con- 
taining relatively large-diameter blood vessels thereun- 
derneath, it is required to perform resection without 
damaging these blood vessels. 
[0006] Detection of presence or absence of blood 
vessels underneath mucous tissue is markedly useful 
for Endoscopic Mucosal Resection, for example. 
[0007] Note that the aforementioned blood vessel 
does not mean such a type of capillary blood vessel, but 
a blood vessel which would bleed if incised. 
[0008] On the other hand, in general diagnosis, blood 
vessels can be diagnosed by observing B-mode tomo- 



graphic images or Doppler images obtained in ordinary 
ultrasonic endoscope diagnosis. In this case, there is 
the need to press an ultrasonic transducer into contact 
with the precise portion containing a mucous membrane 
5 which is to be resected, during transmission/reception 
of ultrasonic waves. 

[0009] Furthermore, in order to transmit ultrasonic 
waves in a range from the surface of mucous tissue up 
to a deep portion thereof with high efficiency, the surface 
of the ultrasonic transducer and the surface of tissue 
must be acoustically coupled through an acoustic-cou- 
pling member. 

[0010] Accordingly, in general, a method wherein the 
ultrasonic transducer is covered with a balloon filled with 
water is employed. 

[0011] However, detection of blood vessels under 
such a setting while operating a high-frequency snare 
through a channel opening, or suctioning the mucous 
tissue with a suction cup, i.e., ultrasonic diagnosis dur- 
ing EMR, is extremely difficult since the field of view of 
an endoscope is obstructed due to the aforementioned 
setting. Accordingly, there is the need to easily and pre- 
cisely detect blood vessels extending underneath the af- 
fected portion without obstructing the field of view of the 
endoscope. 

[0012] Conventionally, as another method for detect- 
ing blood vessels and aneurysms occurring in the blood 
vessel, a method is known wherein turbulent sound oc- 
curring in the blood vessel, i.e., Korotokov sound, is de- 
tected. The measurement of blood pressure is known 
as a specific application example. Description will be 
made regarding the technique with reference to conven- 
tional arrangements. 

[0013] A sphygmomanometer disclosed in Japanese 
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
2001-309894 employs a mechanism for detecting the 
aforementioned Korotokov sound. 
[0014] With the aforementioned conventional sphyg- 
momanometer, a cuff is wrapped around the upper arm 
of the subject, and the arteries are constricted by pres- 
sure in order to detect the Korotokov sound (K-sound). 
The conventional sphygmomanometer comprises a K- 
sound sensor for detecting the Korotokov sound (K- 
sound), a pressure sensor for detecting the pressure 
within the upper arm, a peripheral-vein pulse pressure 
sensor, a pressure-sensor amplifier, and the like. 
[001 5] In the measurement with the sphygmomanom- 
eter, the peripheral- vein pulse pressure sensor is at- 
tached onto the portion peripheral to the cuff-wrapped 
portion, subsequently, the peripheral-vein pulse pres- 
sure (relative value) is measured by the peripheral-vein 
pulse pressure sensor over the pressure of the cuff in 
the step of slow pressure reduction following pressure 
application, as well as measuring the pressure of the 
cuff. From the measurement results, the peak value of 
the peripheral-vein pulse pressure (relative value) is ob- 
tained, and the pressure of the cuff corresponding to the 
aforementioned peak value is determined to be the max- 
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imum peripheral-vein pulse pressure. 
[0016] On the other hand, in recent research, meas- 
urement results, which suggest that cardiac murmur can 
be detected in a patient affected by aortopathy due to 
turbulence within the blood vessels thereof, have been 
reported as described in the document (Kanai et al. 
"Measurement of spatial distribution of great velocity 
components of the myocardium and change in thick- 
ness of the local portion thereof, J. Med. Ultrasonics, 
Vol. 29, No. 4, (2002) S235). 

[0017] As described above, it is known that turbulence 
causes turbulent sound in the blood vessels, and ac- 
cordingly, the blood pressure and presence or absence 
of an aneurysm can be detected by detecting the sound, 
i.e., the Korotokov sound. 

[0018] However, with such detection described 
above, detection cannot be made within the body cavity, 
more specifically, detection cannot be made during en- 
doscopic treatment. Furthermore, turbulent sound is 
generated by a cuff wrapped around the arm or due to 
swelling within the blood vessel. 
[0019] Furthermore, detection of blood vessels ex- 
tending underneath the mucous tissue cannot be per- 
formed without obstructing the field of view of the endo- 
scope during Endoscopic Mucosal Resection (EMR) us- 
ing conventional technique. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a blood-vessel detection device for detecting pres- 
ence or absence of blood vessels extending underneath 
the tissue within the body cavity, such as the affected 
portion in the mucous tissue. 

[0021 ] Furthermore, it is another object of the present 
invention to provide a blood-vessel detection device for 
efficiently detecting presence or absence of blood ves- 
sels extending underneath the tissue which is to be re- 
sected, such as the affected portion in the mucous tis- 
sue within the body cavity, under observation using an 
endoscope. 

[0022] A blood-vessel detection device according to 
the present invention for detecting the presence or ab- 
sence of blood vessels underneath the tissue surface 
includes partially-deforming means which can be insert- 
ed into the body cavity so as to be in contact with the 
tissue surface in order to deform a part of the tissue sur- 
face, thereby generating turbulence in blood passing 
through blood vessels extending underneath the tissue 
surface. Furthermore, the blood-vessel detection device 
includes: converting means for converting turbulent 
sound due to the turbulence generated in a part of the 
tissue surface deformed by the partially-deforming de- 
vice; and signal processing means for performing signal 
processing including at least amplification for the elec- 
tric signals. 

[0023] A part of tissue in the body cavity such as mu- 
cous tissue or the like is deformed by actions of the 



aforementioned configuration in order to generate tur- 
bulence in blood vessels extending underneath the de- 
formed'tissue. As a result, turbulent sound, i.e., Koro- 
tokov sound propagates up to the surface of the tissue, 
5 leading to vibration of the tissue surface, and emission 
of sound, having a frequency corresponding to the vi- 
bration frequency, from the tissue surface to a space 
within the body cavity. 

[0024] With the blood-vessel detection device accord- 
10 ing to the present invention, the turbulent sound thus 
generated from the part of the tissue surface is convert- 
ed into electric signals by converting means, and the 
electric signals are subjected to signal processing such 
as amplification and the like, thereby enabling detection 
15 of the presence or absence of blood vessels underneath 
the tissue surface based upon the presence or absence 
of the electric signals. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 

[0025] 

Figs. 1 A through 3 show a first embodiment accord- 
ing to the present invention, wherein Fig. 1A is a 
25 diagram which shows mucous tissue containing 
early cancer tissue, and Fig. 1B is a diagram which 
shows a situation wherein a blood vessel is de- 
formed by pressing force of a pressing rod forming 
a blood-vessel detecting probe, leading to genera- 
te tion of turbulent sound; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram which shows a configura- 
tion of a signal processing device of the blood-ves- 
sel detecting device; 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram which shows a detailed 
35 configuration of the signal processing device shown 
in Fig. 2; 

Figs. 4 through 8 show a second embodiment ac- 
cording to the present invention, wherein Fig. 4 is a 
diagram which shows a configuration, operations, 

40 and the like, of principal components according to 
the second embodiment of the present invention by 
way of an example of use; 
Fig. 5A is a longitudinal cross-sectional view which 
shows a suction cup serving as a principal compo- 

45 nent according to the second embodiment; 

Fig. 5B is a front view which shows the end face of 
the suction cup shown in Fig. 5A; 
Fig. 6A is a longitudinal cross-sectional view which 
shows a suction cup serving as a principal compo- 

50 nent according to a first modification; 

Fig. 6B is a front view which shows the suction cup 
shown in Fig. 6A; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view which shows a config- 
uration of tip portion of the endoscope according to 
55 a second modification; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view which shows a config- 
uration of the tip portion of the endoscope according 
to a third embodiment of the present invention; 
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Figs. 9 and 1 0 show a fourth embodiment according 
to the present invention, wherein Fig. 9 is a diagram 
which shows a configuration of the tip portion of the 
endoscope according to the fourth embodiment by 
way of an example of use; 5 
Fig. 10 is a block diagram which shows a configu- 
ration of a signal processing device; 
Fig. 11 is a diagram which shows a configuration of 
the tip portion of the endoscope according to a fifth 
embodiment of the present invention; and 
Fig. 12 is a block diagram which shows a configu- 
ration of the signal processing device according to 
a sixth embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0026] Description will be made regarding embodi- 
ments according to the present invention with reference 
to the drawings. 

(First embodiment) 

[0027] Description will be made regarding a first em- 
bodiment according to the present invention with refer- 
ence to Fig. 1 A through Fig. 3. The present embodiment 
may be applied to blood vessel detection for tissue with- 
in the body cavity, and accordingly, description will be 
made regarding the detection for tissue within the body 
cavity such as mucous tissue. 
[0028] In description regarding the first embodiment, 
first, description will be made regarding a mechanism 
for detecting blood vessels underneath tissue in the 
body cavity such as mucous tissue, following which de- 
scription will be made regarding a configuration, opera- 
tions, and advantages of the first embodiment. 
[0029] Fig. 1A shows a blood vessel 1 underneath 
mucous tissue 2 containing early cancer tissue 3, and 
a laminar blood flow 4 passing through the blood vessel 
1 . Note that the laminar blood flow 4 is a generally sta- 
tionary flow, and accordingly, no turbulence occurs. 
[0030] In general, a fluid passing through a non-de- 
formed tube exhibits a small Reynolds number, and ac- 
cordingly, such a fluid has no turbulence. The Reynolds 
number Re of a viscous fluid is represented by: 

Re = VDp/ri, 

where V denotes average fluid speed, D denotes the 
diameter of the tube, p denotes the density of the fluid, 
and T) is viscosity of the fluid. As can be understood from 
the above expression, the greater the flow speed, tube 
diameter, or density of the fluid is, or, the smaller the 
viscosity of the fluid is, the greater the Reynolds number 
Re is, and accordingly, turbulence readily occurs. 
[0031] In general, it is believed that a Reynolds 
number Re of 2000 or less leads to a laminar flow, and 



6 

a Reynolds number Re of 3000 or more leads to a situ- 
ation wherein turbulence readily occurs even in a case 
of a fluid passing through a non-deformed tube. In nor- 
mal blood vessels without abnormal affected portions, 
no turbulence occurs in any normal blood vessel. 
[0032] However, in blood vessels containing deposits 
accumulated therein, or with aneurysms therein, the 
blood flow passes through such a restricted portion with 
an extremely high blood-flow speed V as compared with 
other portions. In some cases, this leads to turbulence 
which can be detected as turbulent sound. Known med- 
ical applications employing the aforementioned mecha- 
nism include: an arrangement wherein blood pressure 
is measured by detecting the Korotokov sound, an ar- 
rangement wherein cerebral aneurysms are detected by 
detecting turbulent sound propagating through the skull 
(Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication 
No. 1-204655), and the like. 

[0033] Fig. 1 B shows the mucous tissue 2 of which a 
part is deformed so as to form a deformed portion 6 by 
pressing a long and narrow pressing rod 5, forming a 
blood-vessel detecting probe 9 according to the present 
embodiment, into contact therewith. 
[0034] As described above, in a case that the blood 
vessel 1 exists underneath mucous tissue, pressing the 
blood vessel 1 deforms a part of the blood vessel 1 , lead- 
ing to change from the laminar blood flow 4 to a turbulent 
blood flow 7. The turbulent flow 7 has a flow component 
orthogonal to the blood vessel wall, unlike the laminar 
blood flow 4, leading to constriction of the blood vessel 
in the diameter direction, resulting in displacement of 
the blood vessel while vibrating. 
[0035] The aforementioned displacement causes tur- 
bulent sound propagating through the mucous tissue 2, 
leading to vibration of the surface of the mucous tissue. 
The aforementioned vibration causes sound waves in a 
space within the body cavity. In Fig. 1 B, the pressing rod 
5 serves as partially-deforming means (or turbulence 
generating means) for deforming a part of the blood ves- 
sel 1 so as to generate turbulence. 
[0036] With the blood-vessel detecting probe 9 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment, the pressing rod 5 
integrally includes a piezo-bimorph sensor (which will 
be simply referred to "bimorph sensor" hereafter) 8 
formed of a high-polymer piezo device for detecting 
blood vessels. 

[0037] The bimorph sensor 8 of the blood-vessel de- 
tecting probe 9 is connected to a signal processing de- 
vice 1 1 through an unshown signal line extending there- 
from as shown in Fig. 2 so as to perform signal process- 
ing for electric signals due to turbulent sound in blood 
detected by the bimorph sensor 8, thereby notifying the 
surgeon of the presence or absence of blood vessels. 
[0038] The resonance frequency fr of the bimorph 
sensor 8 and the output voltage Vc in a case of applying 
vibration force F thereto are represented by: 
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fr = (1 .875 2 /(43 1/2 ji))(t/1 )(Y/p) 1/2 

Vc=(3/8)g 31 Y(1A) 3 Ax 

where t denotes the thickness of the bimorph sensor 8, 
1 denotes the length thereof, Y denotes the Young's 
modulus thereof, and p denotes the density thereof. 
[0039] For example, the bimorph sensor 8 formed 
with Y of 2 x 1 0 9 [Pa], p of 1 .77 x 1 0 3 [kg/m 3 ], the length 
of 5 [mm], and the thickness of 125 [u.m], exhibits reso- 
nance frequency fr of 425 [Hz]. 
[0040] On the other hand, in a case of the voltage out- 
put coefficient g 31 of 23 x 10" 12 [V/m], and the vibration 
displacement Ax of 0.001 [u.m], the bimorph sensor 8 
generates voltage Vc of 0.005 V. 
[0041] That is to say, in the event that the tissue sur- 
face vibrates with vibration displacement of 1 [nm] due 
to turbulent sound from the deformed blood vessel 1 in 
a situation wherein a part of the tissue is pressed with 
the small-diameter pressing rod 5 as shown in Fig. 1 B f 
the bimorph sensor 8 outputs a voltage of 5 mV through 
the electrodes thereof. In other words, such an output 
voltage reveals presence of the blood vessel 1 under- 
neath the mucous tissue 2 near the tip of the pressing 
rod 5. 

[0042] Next, description will be made regarding a con- 
figuration and operations of signal processing means 
according to the present embodiment for performing sig- 
nal processing for the output voltage Vc obtained from 
the electrodes of the bimorph sensor 8, with reference 
to the signal processing device 11 shown in Fig. 2. 
[0043] The output signals from a turbulent-sound sen- 
sor 12 (more specifically, the bimorph sensor 8) are in- 
put to an amplifier 13 forming the signal processing de- 
vice 1 1 . The output signals from the amplifier 1 3 are con- 
verted into digital signals by an A/D converter 14. Fur- 
thermore, the digital signals are subjected to processing 
for extracting turbulent-sound components by a signal 
processing unit 15, following which the digital signals 
are output to a display device 1 6 so as to notify the sur- 
geon of detection results for presence or absence of 
blood vessels. 

[0044] Next, description will be made in detail regard- 
ing a configuration of the signal processing unit 15 with 
reference to Fig. 3. 

[0045] As shown in Fig. 3, the output signals from the 
A/D converter 14 are divided into two, wherein one is 
input to an FFT computation unit 21 for performing fast 
Fourier transformation (which will be abbreviate to 
"FFT 1 ), and the other is input to a digital filter 24. The 
output signals from the FFT computation unit 21 are fur- 
ther divided to two, wherein one is input to a mid-band 
frequency computation unit 22 for computing mid-band 
frequency from the frequency property serving as FFT 
computation output, and the other is input to a band- 
width computation unit 23 for computing the bandwidth 



thereof. 

[0046] Output signals from both the computation units 
22 and 23 are used as filter property setting data for the 
digital filter 24. Thus, the signal processing unit 15 has 

5 a configuration wherein the filter property of the digital 
filter 24 is determined using the data from both the com- 
putation units 22 and 23, thereby enabling efficient de- 
tection (with a high S/N ratio) of the frequency compo- 
nents of turbulent sound which are to be detected from 

10 the divided output signals from the A/D converter 14 
while suppressing noise. 

[0047] Next, description will be made regarding oper- 
ations of the present embodiment. 
[0048] The surgeon presses the surface of mucous 
*5 tissue near the early cancer tissue 3 which is to be re- 
sected, with the pressing rod 5, so as to deform a part 
of the surface of the mucous tissue before resection. 
[0049] Such pressing deforms the blood vessel 1, 
leading to generation of the turbulent flow 7, in a case 
20 that the blood vessel 1 extending underneath the mu- 
cous tissue has a diameter which is greater than that of 
capillaries, to the extent that a phenomenon occurs 
wherein in the event that the blood vessel 1 tears, blood 
spouts therefrom. 
25 [0050] The turbulent blood flow 7 has momentum 
components orthogonal to the blood vessel wall in flow 
components thereof, and accordingly, the blood vessel 
wall vibrates, leading to vibration propagating through 
the mucous tissue 2 and reaching the surface of the mu- 
30 cous tissue, resulting in vibration on the surface of the 
mucous tissue. 

[0051] The sound of the vibration is subjected to acou- 
stoelectric conversion by the bimorph sensor 8, where- 
by electric turbulent signals are obtained. The bimorph 
35 sensor 8 is formed of a high-polymer piezo device hav- 
ing a high voltage-output coefficient g 31 , thereby ena- 
bling highly efficient vibration-displacement/voltage 
conversion while suppressing the size of the bimorph 
sensor 8. In addition, the bimorph sensor 8 having such 
40 a configuration has a wide frequency band property, 
thereby enabling efficient detection of turbulent sound 
from blood vessels with various diameters. 
[0052] Furthermore, the aforementioned high-poly- 
mer piezo device is formed of a flexible material con- 
45 taining fluorine which exhibits marked stability from the 
chemical perspective, thereby enabling smooth contact 
of the bimorph sensor 8 with the surface of tissue, and 
thereby preventing deterioration in the performance 
thereof due to material deterioration thereof. 
so [0053] The turbulent-sound signals converted into 
electric signals by the bimorph sensor 8 are amplified 
by the amplifier 13 shown in Fig. 2, following which the 
electric signals are converted into digital signals by the 
A/D converter 1 4, which can be subjected to high-speed 
55 computation using various types of calculation algo- 
rithms. 

[0054] In general, the turbulent-sound signals contain 
various noise components. The signal processing unit 
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15 performs processing for the turbulent-sound signals 
in order to remove the noise components therefrom. 
[0055] First, the frequency property of the turbulent- 
sound signals is computed with frequency analysis 
processing performed in the FFT computation unit 21 . 
That is to say, the FFT computation unit 21 computes 
the mid-band frequency taken as a feature value of the 
frequency property of the turbulent-sound signals; the 
-6 dB upper-side cutoff frequency which is lower than 
that of the mid-band frequency by a predetermined dec- 
ibel, specifically lower by 6 dB; the - 6 dB lower-side 
cutoff frequency which is lower than that of the mid-band 
frequency by -6 dB; and the frequency passing band- 
width between the lower- and upper-side frequencies of 
-6 dB of the mid-band frequency; and the like. 
[0056] Note that description has been made regard- 
ing an arrangement wherein the bandwidth is deter- 
mined to be a specific width between the lower- and up- 
per-side cutoff frequencies of -6 dB of the mid-band fre- 
quency, arrangements may be made wherein the band- 
width is determined to be a width therebetween of -20 
dB and so forth. 

[0057] Subsequently, the user designs the digital filter 
24 so as to have generally the same band property as 
with the turbulent sound signals using the frequency 
analysis processing results obtained by the FFT com- 
putation unit 21 . The digital filter 24 processes the afore- 
mentioned amplified turbulent sound signals so as to ef- 
ficiently remove the noise components having frequen- 
cy components different from those of the turbulent 
sound signals. 

[0058] Thus, processing by the signal processing unit 
15 realizes high S/N turbulent sound signals, thereby 
enabling detection of presence or absence of blood ves- 
sels underneath mucous tissue, having a relatively large 
diameter with a high S/N ratio by confirming presence 
or absence of the aforementioned turbulent sound sig- 
nals. 

[0059] In this case, a comparator 25 makes a com- 
parison between: the signals of the processed results 
from the signal processing unit 1 5; and a predetermined 
threshold Vt or the like serving as a reference value, and 
the comparison results are output on the display device 
16, for example, thereby notifying the surgeon or the 
like, of the presence or absence of blood vessels ex- 
tending underneath the mucous tissue which is to be 
resected prior to performing the EMR method. 
[0060] As described above, with the present embod- 
iment, the surgeon or the like is notified of presence or 
absence of bloodvessels extending underneath the mu- 
cous tissue prior to performing EMR method, thereby 
preventing unexpected bleeding. Thus, in a case of re- 
section of an affected portion such as the early cancer 
tissue 3 or the like which is to be resected, the surgeon 
can easily confirm presence or absence of the blood 
vessel 1 extending underneath (within) the portion 
which is to be resected, using the blood vessel detecting 
device according to the present embodiment, thereby 



greatly reducing the load of the surgeon in such a case. 
[0061] While description has not been made regard- 
ing any specific configuration of resecting means with 
reference to the drawings in the present embodiment, 
5 specific description thereof will be made regarding the 
configuration thereof and the like in the following em- 
bodiment. Note that in a case that the aforementioned 
pressing rod 5 or the like is used under observation with 
an endoscope, the rod 5 or the like is formed with a di- 
ameter small enough to be inserted into an channel of 
the endoscope as described later. 

(Second embodiment) 

[0062] Next, description will be made regarding a sec- 
ond embodiment with reference to Figs. 4 through 7. 
Note that in the present embodiment, description will be 
omitted regarding configurations which are the same as 
with the first embodiment. 

[0063] Fig. 4 shows principal components forming a 
mucous-tissue resection device 31 according to a sec- 
ond embodiment serving as a tissue resection device 
according to the present invention, suitable for resection 
of mucous tissue within the body cavity. 
[0064] Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram which shows a 
technique wherein a part of the mucous tissue 2 con- 
taining the early cancer tissue 3 is suctioned with a 
transparent and cylindrical suction cup 32 mounted at 
the tip of an unshown endoscope, a loop portion (ring 
portion) 33a of a high-frequency snare 33 is put on the 
neck of the mucous tissue protruding due to the afore- 
mentioned suctioning so as to be resected by cauteriz- 
ing. 

[0065] Note that the endoscope has a configuration 
wherein channels are opened at the tip thereof for 
mounting the suction cup, the base of the channels are 
connected to a suction pump or the like, and suctioning 
force can be applied to the space within the suction cap 
by suctioning actions of the suction pump, as described 
later with reference to Fig. 7. 

[0066] In the event that the blood vessel 1 extends 
underneath the mucous tissue 2 containing the early 
cancer tissue 3 protruding due to suctioning force 34 
(denoted by an outline arrow in Fig. 4) within the suction 
cup 32, the blood vessel 1 is deformed, as well, leading 
to formation of a deformed portion 35 underneath the 
mucous tissue. In the event that the blood vessel con- 
tained in the deformed portion 35 exists at a position 
which is to be resected by cauterizing with the high-fre- 
quency snare 33, resection thereof leads to a large 
amount of bleeding. 

[0067] On the other hand, a turbulent flow occurs in 
the blood vessel within the deformed portion 35, leading 
to turbulent sound 36a propagating through the blood 
vessel wall up to the surface of the mucous tissue so as 
to vibrate the surface of the mucous tissue, resulting in 
radiation sound 36b in a hollow portion 32a of the suc- 
tion cup 32. 
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[0068] With the present embodiment, the radiation 
sound 36b is detected by a bimorph sensor 37 formed 
of a high-sensitivity high-polymer piezo device, of which 
the tip is disposed within the hollow portion 32a. That is 
to say, the radiation sound vibrates the bimorph sensor 
37 within the hollow portion 32a, and the bimorph sensor 
37 converts the vibration into electric turbulent sound 
signals. 

[0069] The mucous-tissue resection device 31 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment features a configu- 
ration wherein the bimorph sensor 37 is not directly in 
contact with the surface of the mucous tissue, but the 
bimorph sensor 37 is disposed at a position within the 
hollow portion 32a, distanced from the surface of the 
mucous tissue for detecting sound. 
[0070] Vibration generated on the surface of the mu- 
cous tissue may contain the frequency components par- 
allel to the direction along the surface of the mucous 
tissue which has no relation with the turbulent sound, as 
well as the frequency components orthogonal to the sur- 
face of the mucous tissue, i.e., the frequency compo- 
nents due to displacement of the surface of the mucous 
tissue in the direction orthogonal thereto due to the tur- 
bulent sound. The contact-type sensor for detecting tur- 
bulent sound has the disadvantage of detecting both vi- 
bration components, leading to great deterioration in the 
S/N ratio. 

[0071] With the present embodiment, the bimorph 
sensor 37 selectively detects only the frequency com- 
ponents orthogonal to the surface of the mucous tissue 
which can propagate through space, thereby realizing 
detection of turbulent sound with an excellent S/N ratio. 
On the other hand, with a configuration wherein such a 
sensor is disposed within the body cavity in an ordinary 
situation without any means for preventing sound gen- 
erated in other portions, the sensor detects sound gen- 
erated in all the portions within the body cavity. 
[0072] However, The mucous-tissue resection device 

31 according to the present embodiment has a config- 
uration wherein the bimorph sensor 37 is disposed with- 
in the suction cup 32 serving as the closed hollow por- 
tion 32a, thereby almost completely preventing sound 
propagating from the other portions within the body cav- 
ity, and thereby enabling detection of turbulent sound 
with an excellent S/N ratio, i.e., detecting presence or 
absence of blood vessels in the deformed portion 35 in 
a sure manner. 

[0073] The bimorph sensor 37 shown in Fig. 4 is 
formed in the shape of a rectangle, and more specifical- 
ly, has a configuration as shown in Figs. 5A and 5B. Fig. 
5A is a longitudinal cross-sectional view which shows 
the suction cup 32, and Fig. 5B is a front view which 
shows the end face thereof. 

[0074] As shown in Figs. 5A and 5B, the suction cup 

32 integrally includes the high-frequency snare 33 (the 
loop 33a thereof) at the end (tip) for contact with the mu- 
cous tissue 2, and accordingly, the early cancer tissue 
3 is resected by cauterizing a region with the same di- 



ameter as with the suction cup 32. 
[0075] The mucous-tissue resection device 31 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment has a configuration 
wherein the rectangular bimorph sensor 37 is disposed 
5 at a position so as not to directly come in contact with 
the surface of the mucous tissue during suctioning, and 
the detected turbulent sound signals are output through 
a line 38a disposed along or near the inner wall of the 
suction cup 32 and a cable 38b extending from rear base 
of the suction cup 32. 

[0076] On the other hand, high-frequency signals are 
supplied to the high-frequency snare 33 through a wire 
39a embedded within the inner wall of the suction cup 
32 or the like, and a wire 39b extending from the rear 
end of the suction cup 32. 

[0077] Figs. 6A and 6B show a principal portion of a 
mucous-tissue resection device 31 B serving as a mod- 
ification of the present embodiment. With the modifica- 
tion, a ring-shape bimorph sensor 40 is employed for 
detecting turbulent sound, instead of the rectangular bi- 
morph sensor 37 shown in Figs. 5A and 5B. 
[0078] The bimorph sensor 40 is formed in the shape 
of a ring, and includes notches 40a so as to be readily 
bent and deformed. Note that the mucous-tissue resec- 
tion device 31 B has the same configuration as with the 
arrangement shown in Figs. 5A and 5B, except for the 
configuration of the bimorph sensor. 
[0079] Both the bimorph sensors 37 and 40, each of 
which are formed of a high-polymer piezo device, have 
a configuration so as not to inhibit suctioning. 
[0080] Fig. 7 shows a mucous-tissue resection device 
41 serving as another modification of the present inven- 
tion having a configuration wherein the transparent-cup 
EMRC method includes a turbulent sound detecting 
function. 

[0081] The mucous-tissue resection device 41 In- 
cludes an narrow and long inserting portion 43 of an en- 
doscope 42 which can be inserted into the body cavity, 
and a rigid tip 44 formed at the tip of the inserting portion 
43 includes an observation window 45 having an objec- 
tive optical system which allows the surgeon to perform 
optical observation, and an illumination window 46 (for 
casting illumination during observation), at the tip there- 
of. 

[0082] The objective optica! system includes the end 
face of an image guide for transmitting optical images, 
or an image pickup face of a solid state image pickup 
device such as a charge coupled device (which will be 
abbreviated to "CCD") at the focusing position thereof. 
On the other hand, the illumination window includes the 
end face of a light guide for transmitting illumination 
light, wherein the illumination light cast (from a light 
source device) to the base face of the light guide is trans- 
mitted through the light guide, and is output from the end 
face, whereby the region which is to be observed 
through the observation window 45 is illuminated. 
[0083] With an optical endoscope including an image 
guide of which the end face is disposed at the observa- 
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tion window 45 thereof, the user can observe optical im- 
ages transmitted to the rear end face of the image guide 
through an eyepiece unit. 

[0084] On the other hand, with an electronic endo- 
scope including a solid state image pickup device, the 
solid state image pickup device is connected to a video 
processor serving as a video signal processing device 
through a signal line, the image signals subjected to 
photoelectric conversion by the solid state image pickup 
device are converted into video signals by the video 
processor so as to be output to an image display device 
such as a monitor or the like, whereby an image focused 
on the image pickup face of the solid state image pickup 
device is displayed on a display screen of the image dis- 
play device. 

[0085] Furthermore, the endoscope 42 includes a 
curving portion 47 curvably disposed at the base end of 
the tip 44 of thereof, wherein the user can curve the curv- 
ing portion 47 in a desired direction by operating a curv- 
ing knob disposed on an unshown operation unit dis- 
posed at the base end of the inserting portion 43, where- 
by the user can control the tip 44 so as to face a desired 
direction. 

[0086] That is to say, with the mucous-tissue resec- 
tion device 41 according to the present embodiment, the 
user can control the tip 44 such that mucous tissue 
which is to be resected (containing the early cancer tis- 
sue 3) comes into the field of view of the observation 
window 45 disposed at the tip 44 by controlling the curv- 
ing portion 47, and furthermore, medical treatment such 
as resection or the like can be made while observing the 
mucous tissue through the endoscope 42. 
[0087] Furthermore, the inserting portion 43 includes 
multiple channels for inserting forceps or the like along 
the longitudinal direction thereof, for example, wherein 
the channels lead to channel openings (which will be 
also referred to as "forceps opening") 48a and 48b 
formed on the end face of the tip 44. 
[0088] The inserting portion 43 includes inserting 
openings around the base end thereof, each of which 
communicate with the corresponding channel for insert- 
ing forceps or the like. In this case, each channel forks 
into two near the inserting opening, wherein one ex- 
tends to the operation unit, and the other communicates 
with a suctioning tube which is inserted into a universal 
cord extending on the side of the operation unit through 
the suctioning operation unit of the operation unit. 
[0089] In this case, the user connects a connector dis- 
posed at the end of the universal cord to the light source 
device, whereby the cap of the suctioning tube is con- 
nected to a suctioning pump disposed within the light 
source device. Thus, the user can perform suctioning 
by operating the suctioning operation unit, through the 
forceps openings 48a and 48b formed on the tip 44, 
which lead to the channels communicating with the suc- 
tioning tube. 

[0090] The mucous-tissue resection device 41 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment has a configuration 



wherein a transparent cup 49 is mounted onto the tip 44 
with the base end thereof, and the high-frequency snare 
33 extends from one forceps opening 48a for resection, 
as well as a turbulent sound sensor 50, e.g., the bimorph 
5 sensor 37, extending from the other forceps opening 
48b. 

[0091] Note that the mucous-tissue resection device 
41 according to the present embodiment includes two 
forceps openings 48a and 48b, and accordingly, an ar- 
rangement may be made wherein only one forceps 
opening 48b communicates with the suctioning tube, for 
example. 

[0092] Note that a commercially-available transpar- 
ent cup may be employed as the transparent cup 49. 
More specifically, the transparent cup 49 includes a cy- 
lindrical main body formed of polycarbonate or the like, 
and an endoscope mounting portion 49a formed of pol- 
yvinyl chloride or the like, at the base end of the main 
body for mounting the tip 44 of the endoscope 42, which 
is fixed by adhesion or the like. 
[0093] The cable from the base end of the high-fre- 
quency snare 33 extends outside of the endoscope 42 
through the inserting opening of the channel, and is con- 
nected to an unshown high-frequency power supply de- 
vice for supplying high frequency current. Upon the user 
turning on a foot switch or the like, the high-frequency 
power supply device supplies a high-frequency current 
to the high-frequency snare 33 so as to cauterize and 
resect a portion surrounded by the loop portion 33a of 
the high-frequency snare 33. 

[0094] On the other hand, the cable from the turbulent 
sound sensor 50 (bimorph sensor 37) protruding from 
the forceps opening 48b extends outside of the endo- 
scope 42 through the inserting opening of the channel, 
and is connected to the signal processing device 11 or 
the like shown in Fig. 2. 

[0095] As described above, the mucous-tissue resec- 
tion device 41 according to the present embodiment has 
a function serving as a resection device for performing 
resection of a portion which is to be resected such as 
mucous tissue containing early cancer tissue or the like 
while observing through the endoscope 42, i.e., while 
observing the mucous tissue through the observation 
window 45 using illumination through the illumination 
window 46, and has a function wherein the surgeon can 
diagnose presence or absence of blood vessels extend- 
ing underneath (within) the portion which is to be resect- 
ed prior to resection thereof using the turbulent sound 
sensor 50. 

[0096] With the present embodiment, at the time of 
medical treatment such as resection of early cancer tis- 
sue, the surgeon adjusts the loop portion 33a of the 
high-frequency snare 33 such that the diameter thereof 
is generally the same as the inner diameter of the cylin- 
drical transparent cup 49. Subsequently, the surgeon 
controls the tip 49b of the transparent cup 49 such that 
the high-frequency snare 33 comes into contact with the 
early cancer tissue so as to encompass it, whereby the 
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early cancer tissue is sealed in a generally closed 
space. 

[0097] Subsequently, upon the surgeon operating the 
suctioning operation unit (specifically, the suctioning 
button) of the endoscope 42 in order to start suctioning, 
the surface of the mucous tissue containing the early 
cancer tissue begins to bulge upwards due to suctioning 
force in the generally closed space. Thus, the suction 
cup 49 (and suctioning means) has a function serving 
as means for deforming a part of tissue. 
[0098] Such a configuration according to the present 
embodiment has the advantage that the surgeon can 
control the tip position of the bimorph sensor 37 by op- 
erating the operation unit of the endoscope 42, and can 
control the tip portion thereof so as to exhibit optimal 
contact state for detection of turbulent sound while ob- 
serving detection signals. 

[0099] Furthermore, such a configuration according 
to the present embodiment has the advantage that a 
commercially-available suction cup may be employed 
as the suction cup 49 without modification. Note that 
with the suction cup 32 shown in Fig. 4, a commercially- 
available suction cup may be employed, as well. 
[0100] With the above-described embodiment (and 
modifications thereof), the mucous tissue containing the 
early cancer tissue which is to be resected is suctioned 
so as to protrude using the suction cup 32 or 49, and in 
the event that blood vessels having a relatively large di- 
ameter extends underneath the mucous tissue, the 
blood vessels contained in the portion which is to be re- 
sected by cauterizing using the high-frequency snare 33 
are greatly deformed, leading to generation of turbulent 
sound. 

[01 01 ] The turbulent so und is emitted as sound waves 
from the surface of the mucous tissue over a space with- 
in the body cavity. With the present embodiment, the bi- 
morph sensor 37 integrally included within the suction 
cup 32 or 49 detects the sound waves, thereby enabling 
determination whether or not blood vessels having a rel- 
atively large diameter extend underneath the mucous 
tissue. 

[0102] Sound components generated within the body 
cavity contain various frequency components due to 
various kinds of actions such as breathing, which have 
no relation with the aforementioned turbulent sound, 
leading to noise at the time of detection of turbulent 
sound. However, with the present embodiment, the bi- 
morph sensor 37 is disposed within the suction cup 32 
or 49 so as to prevent such noise, thereby enabling de- 
tection of turbulent sound with an excellent S/N ratio. 
[0103] As described above, with the present embod- 
iment, the high-frequency snare 33 includes a blood 
vessel detection diagnostic probe near the resection 
means thereof for detecting the presence or absence of 
blood vessels extending underneath mucous tissue, 
and accordingly, the surgeon can diagnose whether or 
not blood vessels extend around the portion which is to 
be resected prior to resection, thereby facilitating suita- 



ble medical treatment. 

(Third embodiment) 

5 [0104] Next, description will be made regarding a third 
embodiment according to the present invention with ref- 
erence to Fig. 8. Note that in the present embodiment, 
description of configurations which are the same as with 
the first or second embodiments will be omitted or will 
be made in brief. 

[0105] The mucous-tissue resection device 51 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment has the same con- 
figuration as with the second embodiment, wherein an 
endoscope-mounting portion 52a disposed at the base 
end of a suctioning cup 52 is connected to the tip 44 of 
the endoscope 42, whereby the suction cup 52 is mount- 
ed onto the endoscope 42. 

[0106] The suction cup 52 is formed with a greater 
length than that of the suction cup 49 according to the 
second embodiment, and has a configuration wherein a 
resonanttube 53 is disposed at a position overthe range 
between: the generally middle portion of the suction cup 
52 along the longitudinal direction thereof; and the base 
end thereof, and the resonant tube 53 includes a sound- 
wave microphone 54 in the shape of a membrane. 
[0107] That is to say, the difference in the present em- 
bodiment from the second embodiment is that the suc- 
tion cup 52 includes two parts, wherein one is a front 
portion 52b generally corresponding to the suction cup 
49 according to the second embodiment, and the other 
is a rear portion 52c serving as the base end thereof. 
[0108] Furthermore, the front portion 52b of the suc- 
tion cup 52 includes the resonant tube 53 extending 
from the forceps opening 48b formed on the base end 
thereof positioned generally at the connecting portion 
between both the portion 52b and 52c, and the resonant 
tube 53 includes the sound-wave microphone 54 in the 
shape of a membrane. Note that reference numeral 53a 
in Fig. 8 denotes an opening formed at the tip of the 
resonant tube 53. 

[0109] Note that the sound-wave microphone 54 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment is not restricted to a 
piezo microphone using the piezo effect, rather, an ar- 
rangement may be made wherein an electrostatic mi- 
crophone using the electrostatic effect is employed as 
the sound-wave microphone 54. 
[0110] With such an arrangement employing an elec- 
trostatic microphone as the sound-wave microphone 
54, sound waves can be handled over a wider band- 
width than with an arrangement employing a piezo mi- 
crophone, thereby enabling detection of turbulent sound 
singles in a wide frequency range. Note that the mu- 
cous-tissue resection device 51 according to the 
present embodiment has the same configuration as with 
the second embodiment, except for the aforementioned 
configuration. 

[01 1 1 ] Next, description will be made regarding oper- 
ations of the present embodiment. 
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[0112] The surgeon connects an unshown micro- 
phone line to the sound-wave microphone 54 extending 
up to the tip 44 of the endoscope 42 through the forceps 
opening 48b, following which the surgeon mounts the 
transparent suction cup 52 formed of the front and rear 
portions 52b and 52c onto the tip 44 of the endoscope 
42 such that the field of view of the observation window 
45 and the illumination window 46 are not obstructed. 
[0113] Subsequently, the surgeon adjusts the loop 
portion 33a of the high-frequency snare 33 extending 
outside of the tip 44 through the forceps opening 48a 
such that the diameter thereof is suitable for surrounding 
the early cancer tissue, following which the surgeon 
controls the tip 52d of the suction cup 52 such that both 
the tip 52d and the loop portion 33a come in contact with 
the mucous tissue containing the early cancer tissue. 
Subsequently, the surgeon performs suctioning of the 
mucous tissue through the suction cup 52 so as to form 
a protrusion. 

[0114] In this situation, in the event that there are any 
blood vessels extending underneath the protruding mu- 
cous tissue, the blood vessels contained therein are 
greatly deformed, leading to generation of turbulent 
sound. The turbulent sound reaches the microphone 54 
through the resonant tube 53, following which the 
acoustic vibrations are converted into the electric sig- 
nals by the microphone 54. 

[0115] The turbulent sound signals, which are con- 
verted electric signals, are subjected to signal process- 
ing by the signal processing device 11 described in the 
first embodiment. Upon detection of signals which re- 
veals presence of the blood vessel 1 extending under- 
neath the mucous tissue, the detection results thereof 
are displayed on the display device 1 6, thereby notifying 
the surgeon that the surgeon should stop resection with 
the high-frequency snare 33. 

[0116] As described above, the mucous-tissue resec- 
tion device 51 according to the present embodiment has 
a configuration wherein the signal level of the turbulent 
sound is increased by the resonant tube 53, and the 
sound generated in the body cavity other than the tur- 
bulent sound is interrupted by the suction cup 52, there- 
by improving the S/N ratio of signal detection of turbulent 
sound. Thus, the mucous-tissue resection device 51 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment detects blood ves- 
sels extending underneath mucous tissue with an ex- 
cellent S/N ratio. 

(Fourth embodiment) 

[0117] Next, description will be made regarding a 
fourth embodiment with reference to Figs. 9 through 10. 
Note that in the present embodiment, description of con- 
figurations the same as with the first through third em- 
bodiments will be omitted or will be made in brief. 
[0118] A mucous-tissue resection device 51' accord- 
ing to the fourth embodiment shown in Fig. 9 has basi- 
cally the same configuration as with the mucous-tissue 



resection device 51 according to the third embodiment 
shown in Fig. 8, except for a configuration wherein the 
endoscope 42 further includes a background noise sen- 
sor 57. 

5 [0119] That is to say, the mucous-tissue resection de- 
vice 51 ' includes the background noise sensor 57 on the 
outerface of the tip 44 (for mounting the suction cup 52) 
of the endoscope 42 for detecting background noise. 
[0120] The detection signals detected by the back- 

10 ground noise sensor 57 are input to a signal processing 
device 58, described later with reference to Fig. 10, 
through an unshown signal line. 
[0121] In the present embodiment, description will be 
made regarding the mucous-tissue resection device 51 ' 

15 in a situation wherein the surgeon determines presence 
or absence of blood vessels extending underneath the 
mucous tissue prior to medical treatment of the early 
cancer tissue 3. 

[01 22] In this case, the mucous tissue 2 containing the 
20 early cancer tissue 3 therein is suctioned through the 
suction cup 52 so as to form a protrusion, and at the 
same time, the loop portion 33a of the high-frequency 
snare 33 comes into contact with the mucous tissue 2 
so as to surround the base portion of the protrusion 
25 thereof. In this situation, upon the surgeon applies a 
high-frequency current to the high-frequency snare 33, 
the mucous tissue 2 surrounded by the loop portion 33a 
is resected. 

[0123] In general, sound components generated from 
30 the surface of mucous tissue contain various frequency 
components including noise components in the body 
cavity other than turbulent sound signals. 
[0124] In many cases, the noise in the body cavity is 
generated due to beating of the heart, and accordingly, 
35 such noise has a constant cycle period, i.e., a constant 
cycle frequency. In many cases, the turbulent sound sig- 
nals detected by the microphone 54 are superimposed 
on such noise signals generated in the body cavity. 
[0125] Accordingly, with the present embodiment, 
40 pure noise signals in the body cavity which contain no 
turbulent sound signals are detected from the turbulent 
sound signals containing the noise signals in the body 
cavity superimposed thereon, and the pure noise sig- 
nals in the body cavity are subtracted from the turbulent 
45 sound signals containing the noise signals in the body 
cavity superimposed thereon, whereby pure turbulent 
sound signals are obtained. 

[0126] A configuration wherein the background noise 
sensor 57 is disposed within the suction cup 52 has dif- 
50 ficulty in detecting such pure noise signals in the body 
cavity. Accordingly, the mucous-tissue resection device 
51 ' according to the present embodiment has a config- 
uration wherein the background noise sensor 57 is dis- 
posed at a position near the suction cup 52 and outside 
55 thereof for detecting the noise in the body cavity as 
shown in Fig. 9. 

[0127] Fig. 10 shows a configuration of the signal 
processing device 58 for performing signal processing 
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for detection signals from the turbulent sound sensor 54 
and the background noise sensor 57 so as to determine 
presence or absence of blood vessels extending under- 
neath mucous tissue with high precision. 
[0128] The detection signals from the turbulent sound 
sensor 54 are input to one of input terminals of a differ- 
ential computation unit 61 through the amplifier 13 and 
the A/D converter 14. On the other hand, the detection 
signals from the background noise sensor 57 are input 
to the other input terminal of the differential computation 
unit 61 through an amplifier 62 and an A/D converter 63 
in the same way. 

[0129] The differential computation unit 61 computes 
differential signal between both the detection signals, 
following which the differential signal thus obtained is 
subjected to filter processing by a bandwidth filter com- 
putation unit 64. Furthermore, the bandwidth filter com- 
putation unit 64 determines whether or not the received 
differential signal exceeds a predetermined threshold, 
and in the event that determination has been made that 
the differential signal exceeds the predetermined 
threshold, the output signals are transmitted to the dis- 
play device 16 in order to output notification signals. 
[0130] The mucous-tissue resection device 51 1 ac- 
cording to the present embodiment has advantages de- 
scribed below. 

[0131] In the event that the mucous tissue protruding 
by actions of such a configuration according to the 
present embodiment contains blood vessels with a rel- 
atively great diameter, to the extent that a phenomenon 
occurs whereinintheeventthatthebloodvessel 1 tears, 
blood spouts therefrom, such blood vessels are greatly 
deformed due to protrusion of the mucous tissue, lead- 
ing to generation of turbulent sound. 
[0132] The sound waves thus generated are detected 
by the microphone 54 disposed within the suction cup 
52, as well as detecting the background noise by the 
microphone 57 disposed outside of the suction cup 52, 
and differential output therebetween is obtained, there- 
by realizing detection of turbulent sound subjected to re- 
moval of noise due to beating of the heart, and thereby 
enabling detection of turbulent sound with high preci- 
sion, i.e., with a high S/N ratio. 
[0133] With the present embodiment, determination 
of the presence or absence of blood vessels underneath 
mucous tissue can be made with high precision, thereby 
preventing unexpected bleeding in the patient due to re- 
section during Endoscopic Mucosal Resection (EMR), 
and thereby improving QOL (Quality of Life) of the pa- 
tient. 

(Fifth embodiment) 

[0134] Next, description will be made regarding a fifth 
embodiment according to the present invention with ref- 
erence to Fig. 11. 

[0135] Fig. 11 shows a mucous-tissue resection de- 
vice 71 according to the present embodiment in a situ- 



ation immediately prior to resection. 
[0136] Thatistosay, Fig. 11 shows the mucous-tissue 
resection device 71 having an IT knife 72 serving as a 
needle knife integrally including a turbulent-sound de- 
5 tection vibration sensor and a ceramic chip serving as 
mucous-tissue resecting means, in a situation wherein 
the tip of the IT knife 72 is extracted from the forceps 
opening 48 formed on the endoscope 42 immediately 
prior to resection while optically observing mucous tis- 
sue through the observation window 45 of the endo- 
scope 42. 

[0137] Note that the endoscope 42 according to the 
present embodiment may include only a single forceps 
opening 48. 

[0138] The aforementioned IT knife 72 integrally in- 
cluding the turbulent-sound detection vibration sensor 
comprises: a metal needle portion (needle portion) 74 
including a ceramic ball 73 at the tip thereof; a curving 
displacement sensor chip 75 formed of a high-polymer 
piezo bimorph sensor in the shape of a rectangle, for 
example, for detecting small vibration; and a small-di- 
ameter rod 76 for fixedly supporting the IT knife 72 and 
the curving displacement sensor chip 75 so as to pro- 
trude from the end face thereof. 
[0139] The small-diameter rod 76 for supporting the 
bases of the needle portion 74 and the curving displace- 
ment sensor chip 75 protruding therefrom along the ax- 
ial direction includes: a line 74a for supplying high-fre- 
quency electric power to the needle portion 74; and a 
line 75a for transmitting detection signals from the curv- 
ing displacement sensor chip 75, contained therewrthin. 
[0140] Next, description will be made regarding oper- 
ations of the present embodiment. 
[0141] While the suctioning cup method described 
above has the disadvantage that only tumor tissue with 
a size within that of the cup can be resected, the IT knife 
method is an EMR method having the advantage of en- 
abling resection of tissue with a diameter of 2 cm or more 
without remaining tumor tissue using the IT knife serving 
as treatment means for resecting a malignant tumor 
such as early cancer tissue. 

[0142] In medical treatment according to the IT knife 
method, first, the surgeon marks a line for incising, so 
as to surround the tumor, further out from the perimeter 
of the tumor by around 4 mm, using the tip of the IT knife 
72. 

[0143] Subsequently, the surgeon injects a sodium- 
hyaluronate solution or the like underneath mucous tis- 
sue at a portion on the perimeter of the tumor in order 
to bulge the mucous tissue which is to be resected, sur- 
rounded by the aforementioned line. Furthermore, the 
surgeon incises the mucous tissue which is to be resect- 
ed along the marked line with the IT knife 72, whereby 
the mucous tissue is incised along the line surrounding 
the tumor. 

[0144] Subsequently, the surgeon injects a physiolog- 
ical salt solution underneath the middle portion of the 
tumor in order to separate the entire tumor from the mus- 
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cle layer, following which the surgeon performs snaring 
wherein the tip of the snare is pressed into contact with 
the groove formed by the aforementioned incision 
around the perimeter of the tumor so as to expand the 
groove for resection of the tumor, whereby resection of 
the tumor tissue Is completed. 
[0145] In such a technique, in general, the needle por- 
tion 74 includes the ceramic ball 73 at the tip thereof for 
facilitating resection. However, in the event that there 
are blood vessels with a relatively great diameter under- 
neath mucous tissue, the ceramic ball 73 may be caught 
on the blood vessel, and accordingly, the needle portion 
74 may snag the blood vessel. 

[0146] In this case, the blood vessel thus snagged is 
greatly deformed, leading to turbulent sound which can 
be detected. With the present embodiment, the turbu- 
lent sound can be detected by the small-vibration-de- 
tecting curving displacement sensor chip 75 formed of 
a high-polymer piezo blmorph sensor disposed near the 
needle portion 74 or the ceramic ball portion 73. 
[0147] Thus, with the present embodiment, the detec- 
tion signals are subjected to signal processing in order 
to detect the presence or absence of blood vessels, 
thereby notifying the surgeon of the presence or ab- 
sence of the blood vessel. 

[0148] While needle portion 74 has a function for stop- 
ping some bleeding due to coagulating actions by high- 
frequency heating, it is difficult to handle a large amount 
of bleeding. The mucous-tissue resection device ac- 
cording to the present embodiment has the advantage 
of preventing such a large amount of bleeding due to 
unintentional severing of blood vessels having a rela- 
tively large diameter. 

(Sixth embodiment) 

[0149] Next, description will be made regarding a 
sixth embodiment according to the present invention 
with reference to Fig. 12. 

[0150] The present embodiment relates to signal 
processing means and a signal processing method for 
improving an S/N ratio of turbulent sound signals, and 
may be applied to a sensorfor detecting turbulent sound 
having any one of configurations described in the above 
embodiments. 

[0151] For example, the present embodiment may be 
applied to any one of the pressing probe 5 including the 
bimorph sensor 8 formed of a high-polymer piezo device 
according to the first embodiment shown in Fig. 1 B, the 
bimorph sensor 37 according to the second embodi- 
ment shown in Fig. 4, the bimorph sensor 40 shown in 
Fig. 6, the turbulent sound sensor 50 shown in Fig. 7, 
and the microphone 54 shown in Fig. 8. 
[0152] The detection signals from any one of these 
turbulent sound sensors are detected over time, and 
more specifically, the detection signals are pulse signals 
which change over time. While the pulse signals con- 
tains noise signals due to beating of the heart, the pulse 



signals also contain noise signals occurring at random 
points in time. 

[0153] Fig. 12 shows a signal processing device 80 
for removing such random noise. First, turbulent sound 

5 signals are converted into digital turbulent sound signals 
g(t) 81 by the A/D converter 1 4. Subsequently, the digital 
turbulent sound signals g(t) 81 are subjected to Fourier 
transformation by a Fourier spectrum computation unit 
82, whereby the digital turbulent sound signals g(t) 81 

10 are converted into frequency characteristic components 
G(f) 83. 

[0154] Furthermore, the power spectrum computation 
unit 84 performs computation wherein the square of the 
absolute value of the frequency characteristic compo- 
15 nent G(f) 83 is computed, whereby the power spectrum 
of the turbulent sound IG(f)l 2 85 is generated. Further- 
more, the power spectrum of the turbulent sound signals 
IG(f)l 2 85 is subjected to inverse Fourier transformation 
by an inverse Fourier transformation computation unit 
86, whereby the autocorrelation function <|>87 is ob- 
tained. 

[01 55] The autocorrelation function (|>87 is input to the 
display device 1 6, and the display device 1 6 notifies the 
surgeon of the presence or absence of blood vessels 
underneath mucous tissue based upon the autocorrela- 
tion function $87. 

[0156] The autocorrelation function <J>87 represented 
by J g(t) g(t - x) dt is used for a computation algorithm 
for removing noise at a high speed, thereby enabling 
detection of turbulent sound with an excellent S/N ratio 
by performing the aforementioned series of computation 
processing. On the other hand, the most general meth- 
od for removal of noise employs a bandwidth filter de- 
scribed in the first embodiment. 
[0157] However, such a configuration needs to in- 
clude computation means for computing the frequency 
property of the turbulent sound prior to filter processing. 
Furthermore, an arrangement may be made wherein 
detection signals are averaged in order to reduce noise, 
but such a configuration leads to increased computation 
period of time. 

[01 58] With the present embodiment shown in Fig. 1 2, 
detection of turbulent sound signals can be made with 
an excellent S/N ratio by a simple series of computation 
processing. 

[0159] Note that the autocorrelation function $87 is 
calculated by integration, and accordingly, the autocor- 
relation function $87 may be computed by directly cal- 
culating the integration value. On the other hand, gen- 
eral-purpose programs using fast Fourier transforma- 
tion (FFT) algorithm are available, and accordingly, an 
arrangement may be made wherein the autocorrelation 
function 4>87 is computed using such a program, thereby 
enabling computation of the autocorrelation function 
<t>87 with excellent reliability at high speed. 
[0160] As described above, with such embodiments, 
bloodvessels having a relatively large diameter extend- 
ing underneath mucous tissue near malignant tumortis- 
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sue which is to be resected are greatfy deformed in En- 
doscopic Mucosal Resection (EMR), and turbulent 
sound due to the deformation is detected with a high S/ 
N ratio, thereby enabling determination of the presence 
or absence of blood vessels. 

[0161] Thus, Endoscopic Mucosal Resection (EMR) 
can be effectively performed. 

[0162] Note that all modifications formed of any com- 
bination of parts or the like of the above-described em- 
bodiments is encompassed by the present invention. 
For example, an arrangement may be made wherein the 
blood-vessel detecting probe 9 shown in Fig. 1B is in- 
serted into the channel of the endoscope 42 shown in 
Fig. 7 (in this case, the suction cup 49 is not mounted 
onto the endoscope 42) so as to protrude from the for- 
ceps opening 48b formed on the tip thereof, and the sur- 
geon diagnoses whether or not there are any blood ves- 
sels extending underneath the affected portion by ob- 
serving the mucous tissue through the observation win- 
dow 45. 

[0163] Furthermore, an arrangement may be made 
wherein the high-frequency snare 33 is disposed so as 
to protrude from the other forceps opening 48a as 
shown in Fig. 7, so that the surgeon can presses the 
loop portion 33a in contact with the mucous tissue so as 
to surround the portion deformed by pressing force from 
the pressing rod 5 of the aforementioned blood-vessel 
detecting probe 9. 

[0164] Note that the configurations disclosed in the 
present invention are not restricted to the medical appli- 
cation of EMR, rather, the configurations according to 
the present invention may be applied to any sort of med- 
ical applications of diagnosis for the body cavity using 
an endoscope, and have the advantage of preventing 
unintentional severing of blood vessels during opera- 
tions of the treatment tool. 

[01 65] I n particu lar, the devices and methods accord- 
ing to the present invention are effectively applied to 
medical treatment wherein blood vessels may generate 
turbulent sound due to great deformation thereof by op- 
erations of the treatment tool. 

[0166] Furthermore, the devices and methods ac- 
cording to the present invention may be applied to med- 
ical treatment wherein, even if the surgeon cannot de- 
form blood vessels, the endoscope can access near the 
affected portion, and blood vessels therearound gener- 
ate turbulent sound due to blood vessel swelling or de- 
posits accumulated therein. 

[0167] Accordingly, the mucous-tissue resection de- 
vice according to the present invention detects turbulent 
sound due to blood vessels extending underneath the 
aforementioned deformed part of the tissue within the 
body cavity, containing an affected portion or the like 
which is to be resected, thereby enabling detection of 
blood vessels underneath the tissue with simple opera- 
tions. 

[0168] Having described the preferred embodiments 
of the invention referring to the accompanying drawings, 



it should be understood that the present invention is not 
limited to those precise embodiments and various 
changes and modifications thereof could be made by 
one skilled in the art without departing from the spirit or 
5 scope of the invention as defined in the appended 
claims. 



Claims 

10 

1 . A blood-vessel detection device for detecting the 
presence or absence of blood vessels underneath 
the tissue surface, the blood-vessel detection de- 
vice characterized by comprising: 

15 

partially-deforming means which can be insert- 
ed into the body cavity so as to be in contact 
with the tissue surface in order to deform a part 
of the tissue surface, thereby generating turbu- 

20 lence in blood passing through blood vessels 

extending underneath the tissue surface; 
converting means for converting turbulent 
sound due to the turbulence generated in a part 
of the tissue surface deformed by the partially- 

25 deforming device; and 

signal processing means for performing signal 
processing including at least amplification for 
the electric signals. 

30 2. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the converting 
means and the partially-deforming means for de- 
forming a part of the tissue surface integrally form 
a single unit 

35 

3. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the deforming 
means also has a function serving as resecting 
means for resecting the tissue which is to be resect- 

40 ed. 

4. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1 , characterized in that the partially-deform- 
ing means comprises pressing means formed of a 

45 small-diameter rod. 

5. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1 , characterized in that the partially-deform- 
ing means comprises means for binding a part of 

50 the tissue using a rope. 

6. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1 , characterized in that the partially-deform- 
ing means comprises suctioning means formed of 

55 a generally cylindrical cup. 

7. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 4, characterized in that the small-diameter 
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rod also has a function serving as tissue-resecting 
means for resecting the tissue. 

8. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 7, characterized in that the tissue-resecting 
means comprises a needle knife. 

9. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 5, characterized in that the rope also has a 
function serving as tissue-resecting means for re- 
secting the tissue. 

10. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 9, characterized in that the tissue-resecting 
means comprises a high-frequency snare. 

11. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 6, characterized in that the cup also has a 
function serving as tissue-resecting means for re- 
secting the tissue. 

12. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 11, characterized in that the tissue- resect- 
ing means comprises a high-frequency snare inte- 
grally included within the cup. 

13. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the converting 
means comprises sound-wave detecting means for 
detecting sound waves while being in contact with 
the tissue. 

14. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 13, characterized in that the sound-wave 
detecting means comprises a bimorph sensor using 
the piezo effect. 

15. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 14, characterized in that the bimorph sen- 
sor is formed of a high-polymer piezo device. 

16. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the converting 
means comprises a microphone serving as a non- 
contact-type wave-sound detector. 

17. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 16, characterized in that the microphone 
comprises a piezo bimorph microphone using the 
piezo effect, or an electrostatic microphone using 
the electrostatic effect. 

18. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the converting 
means is formed of a sound-interrupting unit for 
forming an acoustically isolated space with the part 
of the tissue surface as the bottom thereof, and a 
microphone disposed therewithin. 



19. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1, characterized in that the converting 
means includes a background noise sensor. 

5 20. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 19, characterized in that the background 
noise sensor is disposed within a space distanced 
from the space including the acoustic sensor during 
observation of the body cavity. 

10 

21. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1 9, characterized in that the signal process- 
ing means includes differential output means for 
outputting differential signal between the electric 

15 signal and the output signal from the background 
noise sensor. 

22. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 1 , characterized in that the signal process- 

20 jng means includes amplifying means for amplifying 
electric signals, and signal processing means for 
converting the electric signals into digital signals. 

23. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
25 Claim 22, characterized in that the signal process- 
ing means includes Fourier transformation means, 
and means for calculating after the Fourier trans- 
mission the mid-band frequency and the lower- and 
upper-side cutoff frequencies which are lower than 

30 that of the mid-band frequency by a predetermined 
decibel. 

24. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 23, characterized in that the signal process- 
es ing means includes digital filter means designed us- 
ing data such as the mid-band frequency and the 
lower- and upper-side cutoff frequencies which are 
lower than that of the mid-band frequency by a pre- 
determined decibel calculated by the means for cal- 

40 culating the data. 

25. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 22, characterized in that the signal process- 
ing means includes autocorrelation-function com- 

45 putation means for computing the autocorrelation 
function of the electric signals. 

26. A blood-vessel detection device for detecting the 
presence or absence of blood vessels underneath 

so the tissue surface characterized by comprising: 

an endoscope including an inserting portion for 
being inserted into the body cavity; 
partially-deforming means which is inserted in- 
55 to a channel of the endoscope, or is mounted 

onto the tip of the inserting portion thereof, for 
deforming a part of the surface of the tissue 
within the body cavity in order to generate tur- 



55 



35 



40 



14 



27 EP 1 495 712 A1 28 



bulence in a blood flow passing through blood of the inserting portion, 

vessels extending underneath the tissue; 
a turbulent-sound sensor for detecting turbu- 
lent sound due to the turbulence; and 
signal processing means for performing signal 5 
processing for notifying the surgeon of the pres- 
ence or absence of turbulent sound, or for dis- 
playing such information, based upon the elec- 
tric signals detected by the turbulent-sound 
sensor. 10 



27. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 26, characterized in that a resecting tool is 
further inserted in another channel of the endo- 
scope for resecting tissue such as an affected por- 15 
tion or the like which is to be resected. 



28. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 26, characterized in that the partially-de- 
forming means comprises a small-diameter rod 20 
which can be inserted into the channel, or a cylin- 
drical member which is mounted onto the tip of the 
inserting portion. 



29. A blood-vessel detection device for detecting the 25 
presence or absence of blood vessels underneath 
the tissue surface characterized by comprising: 

partially-deforming means which can be insert- 
ed into a channel of an endoscope including an 30 
inserting portion for being inserted into the body 
cavity, or can be mounted onto the tip of the in- 
serting portion thereof, for deforming a part of 
the surface of the tissue within the body cavity 
in order to generate turbulence in a blood flow 35 
passing through blood vessels extending un- 
derneath the tissue; 

a turbulent-sound sensor for detecting turbu- 
lent sound due to the turbulence; and 
signal processing means for performing signal 40 
processing for notifying the surgeon of the pres- 
ence or absence of turbulent sound, or for dis- 
playing such information, based upon the elec- 
tric signals detected by the turbulent-sound 
sensor. 45 



30. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 29, further characterized by comprising a re- 
secting tool, which can be inserted in the channel 
formed in the endoscope, for resecting tissue such so 
as an affected portion or the like which is to be re- 
sected. 



31. The blood-vessel detection device according to 
Claim 29, characterized in that the partially-de- ss 
forming means comprises a small-diameter rod 
which can be inserted into the channel, or a cylin- 
drical member which can be mounted onto the tip 
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